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The voice to advocate for culture in 
every climate conversation with 
Sarah Sutton 
 
In this session, Sarah Sutton shares her thoughts on advocacy (why and how we should 

do this together). Sarah gives some examples based on her work context in the United 

States and shows some other relevant initiatives that make people take the lead on 

the climate change agenda. Sarah also explains the idea behind transparency and 

agency and speaks about how to work with others at different levels to make sure 

everyone is on board with the work towards Net Zero. 

 

Session Structure 
 

 

Minute 0’30”: what should we do 
as culture professionals? 

  

 

1’: Find your place on this 
discussion 
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2’: Guiding principles to focus on 
the task  

  

 

3’: The different types of agency – 
individual/collective/proxy 

  

 

4’: Things that keep you from 
working towards the right steps  

  

 

4’30”: Why change our practice?  
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5’: Climate Governance 

  

 

5’30”: Example based on the Fifth 
US National Climate Assessment 

  

 

6’: Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change response 

  

 

7’20”: Why do we need to step 
up for this work collectively  
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7’30: Why do we need to do it? 

  

 

8’: Transparency is important and 
helps everyone. Examples. 

  

 

9’30”: Cultural sector and the 
work towards climate change in 
the United States 

  

 

10’: Collaboration is key to make 
this happen 
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10’30”: What are we collecting 
and organizations that are 
supporting the transition to Net 
Zero 

  

 

11’: work done by ICOM-CC and 
IIC on the reality of how we 
operate our buildings 

  

 

12’: STICH – Sustainability tools in 
Cultural Heritage Carbon 
Calculator  

  

 

14’: Mechanical operation and 
how to manage buildings better  
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15’45”: Example UK Museums 
and Heritage Sustainable Package 
group 

  

 

17’: No one does the work alone, 
it’s a group work 

  

 

18’: Agency is very important 

  

 

19’: Examples of Agency  
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21’35”: Things to say to your 
peers when they do not what to 
do 

  

 

22’: Things to say to your helpers 
to do for the cultural sector 

  

 

23’: Things to say to the agency 
and government professionals 
about the work you are doing 

  

 

24’30”: Sarah’s personal mantra 
for climate change 

 
 
 


